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MUHARRUM & SAFAR (Mafatih ul Jinan)
CHAPTER SEVEN: MUARRAM

The month of Muharram is the month of sadness for the Ahl al-Bayt (*a) and their followers. In
this respect, Imam al-Raza ("a) is reported to have said, “With the beginning of Muharram, my
father ("a) would never smile at all. He would be dominated by depression for ten days. The
tenth of this month would be the day of his misfortune, sadness, and weeping. He used to say

”.that on this day Imam al-Husayn (*a) was slain
The First Night of Muharram

Sayyid Ibn Tawos, in Igbal al-A"mal, has mentioned that a number of prayers should be
advisably offered at this night:

First Prayer: A one hundred unit prayer with Surahs al-Fatihah and al-Tawhid

Second Prayer: A two unit prayer at the first of which Surahs al-Fatihah and al-Anajm (No. 6)
are recited and at the second unit Surahs al-Fatihah and Yasin (No. 36).

Third Prayer: A two unit prayer at each of which Surah al-Fatihah is recited once and Surah al-
Tawlid is repeated eleven times is offered.

The Holy Prophet (P) is reported to have said that whoever offers this prayer at this night and
observes fasting the next day, which is the first day in the new year, the new year will be wholly
good for him, and he will be saved throughout the year, and if he dies, he will be allowed
Paradise.

Sayyid Ibn Tawos has also mentioned a lengthy prayer to be said at the sight of the new moon

.of Muharram
The First Day of Muharram

Being the first day in the new year, there are two acts that are advisably practiced on the first of

Muharram:
First: It is recommended to observe fasting on this day. Rayyan ibn Shabib has reported that
Imam al-Raza (‘a) said, “Just as He responded to the prayer of Prophet Zachariah, Almighty

Allah shall respond the prayer of one who observes fasting on this day and prays Him.”



Second: Imam al-Raza (‘a) is reported to have said that the Holy Prophet (P), on the first of
Muharram, used to offer a two unit prayer. When he finished, he would raise his hands towards

:the heavens and repeat the following prayer three times

Auadll Ayt &l gl
O Allah, You are the Eternal God
83025 dik 0309
;and this is a new year
ol o dasdsll gus EllLuls
| therefore request Your safety from Satan
sl 85U Gualll 0d (e 83alTg
,control over myself, which is inclined to sinning
lengagement in all that which draws me near You, O All-generous
I3Vl JUSITIS
10 Lord of majesty and honor
dl3lacV 46 Slas
10 Supporter of him who has no supporter
aJ 5555V 4o 85u35
10 Provider of him who has no provisions
452V 56 = b
10 Shelter of him who has no shelter
d &gV s Sk i
10 He who comes to help him who has no hope of help
aJ 5oV &o o b
10 Reliance for him who has no one to lean upon
A58V He S L
10 Treasure of him who has nothing in the purse
10 He who knows well how to put to test and trial
10 Ultimate Hope
10 Strength of the weak



Bl 3834
10 Rescuer of the drowning
10 He who saves from destruction
10 All-benefactor! O All-munificent
10 All-favorer! O All-benevolent
T 563 JAT Slas &l 35w 3T Ea
You are He before Whom prostrate in adoration the blackness of the night and the brightness
,of the day
puaddl glady 4a8ll 235
,the moonlight, the sunlight
Yol Bra55 elal &35
Ithe ripple of the water, and the rustling of the trees
10 Allah! There is no associate with You
oty Vo Ti> Glazt Gl
10 Allah! (Please do) cause us to be better than what they think of us
Ooéle; U s U 5acfy
IForgive us that which they do not know
Oolods Lay Bix155 Vg
IDo not blame us for what they say
5o U] &) U a7 pies
,Sufficient is Allah (for me). There is no god save Him
pebasll Gujall &5 505 G855 asle
.On Him do | rely, and He is the Lord of the Great Throne
IWe believe in it! It is all from our Lord
SV Tel31 V) 5355 ag
.None do mind except those having understanding
U333 3 38 Uols ¢35V 55
,0ur Lord, make not our hearts deviate after You have guided us aright
Slagll &l &| das LY Go B Cadg



.and grant us mercy from You; surely, You are the most liberal Giver

Shaykh al-Tusi says: It is recommended to observe fasting on the first nine days of Muharram.
On the tenth of Muharram, it is recommended to abstain from eating and drinking up to
afternoon. After that, one may eat a little of the soil of Imam al-Husayn’s tomb (turbat al-

lusayn; soil taken from the area around the holy tomb of Imam al-Husayn).
Sayyid Ibn Tawos has mentioned the merits of observing fasting during the whole month of

.Muharram adding that such a deed protects against committing any sin
The Third of Muharram

On this day, Prophet Joseph (‘a) was freed from his prison. Hence, if one observes fasting on
this day, Almighty Allah will make easy any difficulty he may face and will relieve any trouble
that may face him. According to a Hadith reported from the Holy Prophet (P), Almighty Allah

.will respond to the prayer of him who observes fasting on this day
The Ninth of Muharram

The ninth of Muharram is called Tasu'a’([1]). Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said, “On
the ninth of Muharram, Imam al-Husayn, along with his companions, was besieged in Karbala'
when the Syrian horsemen surrounded him leaving for him but a narrow area. The son of
Marjanah (i.e. "Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad) and "Umar ibn Sa'd were delighted due to the great
numbers of the horsemen who participated in that encounter against Imam al-Husayn (*a).
Thus, the enemy became sure that no supporter would join the army of Imam al-Husayn ("a)
and the people of Iraq, in particular, would not back him.” Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) then added, “May

".(I sacrifice my father for the weak and the stranger (i.e. Imam al-Husayn
The tenth night of Muharram; The Ashura’ Night

Sayyid Ibn Tawos, in Igbal al-A’mal, has mentioned a number of prayers and a big number of
prayers that are advisably said and offered at this tenth night of Muharram. He has also cited
the big rewards of saying and offering these supplications and prayers. For instance, it is
recommended to offer a one hundred unit prayer with Surah al-Fatihah once and Surah al-
Tawlid three times. After accomplishment, the doxological statements are repeated seventy

:times
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pabaall 1all all V) 838 Vg 55 Vs 5331 alfg Al Uy dl) Vg ol 3455 alif Hlais
All glory be to Allah, all praise be to Allah, there is no god save Allah, Allah is the Greatest, and
.there is neither might nor power save with Allah, the All-high the All-great

According to another narration, one should implore for Almighty Allah’s forgiveness after the
previously mentioned statements.

It is also recommended to offer a four unit prayer at the last of this night, reciting Surah al-
Fatihah once and repeating Ayah al-Kursi and Surahs al-Tawhid, al-Falaq, al-Nas ten times
each. After accomplishment, Surah al-Tawlid is repeated one hundred times.

It is also recommended to offer a four unit prayer with Surah al-Fatihah once and Surah al-
Tawid fifty times. Matching the prayer of Imam "Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a), which brings about a
tremendous reward, Sayyid Ibn Tawos says after citing this prayer, “When you finish the fourth
units, you may mention Almighty Allah, invoke blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his
Household, and curse their enemies as many times as possible.

As regarding the reward of spending this whole night with acts of worship, it has been narrated
that one who does so shall be considered having worshipped Almighty Allah with the worship
of all the angels. Furthermore, to practice acts of worship at this night is equal to seventy-year
worship. Moreover, as for one who succeeds to visit the tomb of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) at this
night and spends the whole night there up to morning, Almighty Allah shall resurrect him, on
the Judgment Day, spotted with the blood of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) in the group of those who
were martyred with him.

The Tenth of Muharram; The Day of Ashura

On this day, Imam al-Husayn (‘a) was martyred. It is indeed the day of the calamitous
misfortune and the day of grief for the Holy Imams (*a) and their adherents. Thus, the Shi‘ah
are required to stop earning any worldly benefit, stop storing anything in their houses, and
devote themselves to weeping and mourning the misfortunes of Imam al-Husayn (‘a). They are
thus required to hold consolation ceremonies in the same way as they do for their dead sons
and relatives. They are also required to visit the holy tomb of Imam al-Husayn ("a) with the
famous form of Ziyarah (Ziyarat Ashura) that will be later on cited in this book. They are also
required to invoke curse upon the enemies and slayers of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and to express

,sympathy to each other, saying

AT asle addl las Giebl 4T ahacl
May Allah double up our rewards on account of our sorrow for (the martyrdom of) al-Husayn



(Ca
o)y ulllall o Bl Ul
and may He include you and us with those who shall take revenge upon his killers
AT agile 2555 JT o x4all plapl el &5
with his blood-claimer; Imam al-Mahdi, who belongs to the Household of Mulammad, peace
.be upon them all

The adherents (Shi‘ah) of Imam al-Husayn ("a) should confer the martyrdom of their Imam and
should weep for him. It is narrated that when Prophet Moses ("a) was ordered to meet the
Scholar, namely al-Khagir ("a),([2]) the first matter they discussed was the misfortune that the
Household of Prophet Mujammad (‘a) would face. They therefore wept heavily for these
misfortunes.

Ibn “Abbas is reported to have said, “When | accompanied Imam “Ali (‘a) in Dhi-Qar, he took
out a paper comprising the dictations of the Holy Prophet (P) and handwritten by Imam “Ali ("a)
himself. He read some segments of that paper and | heard. It contained the story of Imam al-
Husayn’'s martyrdom with full details of the way he would be killed, the person who would kill
him, those who would support him, and those who would be martyred with him. Imam “Ali (‘a)
then wept heavily and caused me to weep.”

There is not enough space in this book to mention a part of the story of Imam al-Husayn’s
martyrdom,; therefore, the complete story can be seen in the books specified for this respect.
These books are called al-magqtal.

At any rate, if one offers water to people on this day at the holy tomb of Imam al-Husayn (‘a),
his reward will be similar to the reward of one who offered water to the companions of Imam
al-Husayn (‘a) at Karbala'. A great reward is also recorded for one who repeats Surah al-
Tawlid one thousand times on this day. It is narrated that Almighty Allah shall have a merciful
look at one who repeats this Surah one thousand times on this day.

Sayyid Ibn Tawos has mentioned a prayer similar to Du'a' al-'Asharat to be said on this day.
More specifically, this prayer seems to be the same as Du'a' al-"Asharat but according to
another narration.

Shaykh al-zusi has mentioned that "Abdullah ibn Sinan reported from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) a
four unit prayer and a prayer to be offered and said at the first hours of this day; but on
account of briefness, they will not be cited in this book. They, however, can be seen in the book
of Zad al-Ma'ad.

The adherents of Imam al-Husayn ("a) are required not to eat or drink anything on this day, but

not in the intention of ritual fasting, and to break this abstention from food and drink with a



meal that is usually offered to the unfortunate people, such as yoghurt, milk, or the like meals;
and that should be at the last hour of this day after the afternoon time. In other words, they
should avoid having rich or delicious meals on this day, for it is a day of misfortune. They are
also required to put on clean dresses and to unfasten the buttons and raise their sleeves just

like the unfortunate people
Forgeries of the enemies of Imam al-Husayn

In Zad al-Ma"ad, "Allamah al-Majlisi says that it is preferable not to observe fasting on the
ninth and tenth of Muharram because the Umayyads used to observe fasting on these two
days in order to express delight for and to gloat over the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn ("a).
Having seen a good omen in the killing of Imam al-Husayn ("a), the Umayyads and their fans
fabricated many lies against the Holy Prophet (P) and falsely ascribed to him that he
mentioned many merits to be the reward of those who would observe fasting on these two
days. On the other hand, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have warned
against observing fasting on these two days in general and on the tenth of Mulammad, the Day
of Ashura, in particular.

The Umayyads may Allah curse them used to store up their annual nutriment in their houses on
the tenth of Muharram; accordingly, Imam al-Raza ('a) is reported to have said, “If one refrains
from arranging for any worldly benefit on the tenth of Muharram, Almighty Allah will grant him
all his needs for this world and the world to come. If one considers the tenth of Muharram to
be the day of his misfortune, sadness, and weeping, Almighty Allah will make the Resurrection
Day the day of his delight and happiness; and he will be delighted by us in Paradise. If one
considers the tenth of Muharram to be a blessed day and he thus stores up any annual
nutriment on that day, Almighty Allah will not bless that which he stored up and will add him to
the gang of Yazid, "Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad, and "Umar ibn Sa'd may Allah curse them all.”

In conclusion, it is required to suspend any worldly activity on this day and to devote oneself to
weeping, mourning the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn ("a), recalling his misfortunes, and
ordering one’s family members to hold a consolation ceremony in the same way as one may
hold for his dearest people. It is also required to abstain from eating and drinking up to the last
hour of the day at which one may break the abstention with a drink of water at least, without
intending ritual fasting, since to observe fasting on this day is discommended except in cases
of obligatory fasting, such as vow fasting and the like. It is also required not to store up
anything in the houses, not to laugh, not to entertain oneself, and not to play. It is

recommended, on this day, to invoke Almighty Allah to lay curse on the slayers of Imam al-



:Husayn (*a) one thousand times by saying following statement

AT aile (sl A58 ¢t &51I

.0 Allah, (please do) curse the slayers of al-Husayn, peace be upon him

The summary of the aforementioned worthy essay of “Allamah al-Majlisi is that the reports
that are ascribed to the Holy Prophet (P) concerning the merits of the tenth of Muharram, the
Day of Ashura, are all in all fabricated. This topic has been discussed at length by the author of
Shifa’ al-Judur([3]) at explaining the famous Ziyarat Ashura and, precisely, the statement that
reads, “O Allah, verily, the descendants of Umayyah saw a good omen in this day... etc.”

The summary of the author’s explanation is as follows: The Umayyads used to regard this day
as good omen and they thus used to do many things on it.

(1) They betook as custom on this day storing up the annual nutriment considering such to
achieve happiness, good livelihood, and luxury up to the next year. In order to deny this bad
habit, the Holy Imams ("a) warned against it in many narrations.

(2) They considered the tenth of Muharram a feast day on which they would commit to the
manners of celebration, such as conferring upon the family members with whatever they need,
procuring new clothes, having one’s mustache cut, trimming the nails, and shaking hands with
each other as well as other norms.

(3) They and their fans have been observing fasting on the tenth of Muharram after they have
fabricated numerous traditions entailing the significance of observing fasting on this day.

(4) They and their fans have declared that it is recommended to supplicate Almighty Allah on
this day. In order to confirm this forgery, they have invented many merits for this day, included
them with fabricated supplications, and taught them to the miscreants of the nation so that
they would confuse people and make the matter ambiguous for them. The pro-Umayyad
orators used to declare before people that a good event occurred to each Prophet on this day,
such as that the fire that Nimrod the tyrannical ruler provoked in order to throw Prophet
Abraham ("a) there was extinguished on the tenth of Muharram! Pharaoh who chased Prophet
Moses (‘a) was drowned on the tenth of Muharram! Prophet Jesus was saved from crucifixion
on the tenth of Muharram!([4])

Supporting this, Shaykh al-Jaduq has reported that Jibillah al-Makkiyyah said that she heard
Maytham al-Tammar may Allah sanctify his soul saying, “By Allah | swear, this nation will kill
the grandson of their Prophet on the tenth of Muharram. The enemies of Allah will betake that

day as blessed day. This shall inevitably take place, because it has been already cited in the



eternal knowledge of Almighty Allah. | knew these facts from my master and the commander
of the believers (namely, Imam "Ali ibn Abi-zalib) (‘a).”

Jibillah (the reporter) then said that she asked Maytham, “How come that the people will
betake the day on which al-Husayn ("a) will be slain as blessed day?”

As he wept, Maytham answered, “They will fabricate traditions and will falsely claim that
Almighty Allah accepted the repentance of Prophet Adam on the tenth of Muharram. The truth
about this is that Almighty Allah accepted the repentance of Prophet Adam (‘a) in Dhi’l-Hijjah.
They will falsely claim that Almighty Allah saved Prophet Jonah from the fish that had
swallowed him on the tenth of Muharram. The truth about this is that the event was in Dhi'l-
Qa’'dah. They will falsely claim that the Ark of Prophet Noah rested on Mount Judi on the tenth
of Muharram. The truth about this is that the Ark rested on the tenth of Dhi’l-Hijjah. They will
falsely claim that Almighty Allah split the river for Prophet Moses to cross on the tenth of
Muharram. The truth about this is that the event occurred in Rabi" al-Awwal... etc.”

This narration of Maytham al-Tammar has, openly and plainly, confirmed that such traditions
were invented and fabricated against the Holy Infallibles ("a). It is also one of the signs
indicating the true Prophethood of the Holy Prophet Mulammad (*a) and the true Divinely
commissioned leadership of the Holy Imams (*a). Finally, it acts as one of the proofs on the
veracity and honesty of Shi‘ism. In this narration, Imam “Ali ("a) undoubtedly predicted that
which we have been experiencing and witnessing, which is the fabrications and the forgery of
lies against the Holy Infallibles ("a).

Despite all that, the most surprising thing is to notice that some people contrive a prayer
comprising the aforementioned lies and some unskilled and inexpert writers add such a
fabricated supplication to their books that take their way to the publics who will then recite it,
although it is surely forbidden to believe in such a false supplication, because it is fabricated.
Beginning with statements of praise and glorification of Almighty Allah, this false supplication
comprises statements such as “O He Who accepted the repentance of Adam on the Day of
Ashura! O He Who raised Idris to the heavens on the Day of Ashura! O He Who made the Ark
of Noah rest on Mount Judi on the Day of Ashura! O He Who saved Abraham from fire on the
Day of "@shura'... etc.”

Undoubtedly, this supplication was invented by the NaPibis (or NawaPib)([5]) of al-Madinah,
the Khawarij , or their likes who imitated the Umayyads in their wrongdoings against the

.Household of the Holy Prophet

Devotional Acts on the Day of Ashura



At the last hours of the Day of “2shura’, it is necessary to bring to mind the situation of Imam
al-Husayn's harem at those hours when they were taken as captives in Karbala' while they
were unimaginably depressed and unfortunate that they could do nothing but weeping. No
author can ever describe the actual manner of Imam al-Husayn’s harem, daughters, and
children at these hours since the misfortunes that they had to encounter had never stricken any

human being on this earth.

,Referring to this meaning, a poet says

G331 &35 ¢ dasld
It is a calamity indeed! If | try to write it down
,In whole, so as to remain an example
lglols> JIad eg03 &5
My tears will flow and thus block the way
3015 sl B3] 63 o
Between my eyes and the papers
And my heart will beg me to spare its life
25 be i 35 s allls
(For it is not created from stone (to bear that
Log 2lailly Lo5YI Ld &S5
Wept for that disaster both the earth and the skies
o> galde b lagiis
And whatever is between them in bleeding tears

After that, it is recommended to stand up and address and offer condolences to the Holy
Prophet, Imam "Ali, Lady Fatimah al-Zahra', Imam al-Hasan, and the Holy Imams from the
offspring of Imam al-Husayn the chief of martyrs on these astounding misfortunes with
passionate heart and teary eyes. Then, it is recommended to address them with the following

:form of Ziyarah

i 858u0 537 &)lg b Elsle SULET

alssalamu "alayka ya waritha adama Pifwati allahi



!Peace be on you, O inheritor of Adam, the select of Allah
alif G e Sylg G dlile Ul
alssalamu ‘ala yk; ya waritha nufin nabiyyi allahi
!Peace be on you, O inheritor of Noah, the prophet of Allah
ol Juls @ulis] &yl G Elile AU
alssalamu “alayka ya waritha ibrahima khalili allahi

!Peace be on you, O inheritor of Abraham, the intimate friend of Allah

alf @ulS (ingh &ylg | Lile AU

alssalamu “alayka ya waritha musa kalimi allahi
!Peace be on you, O inheritor of Moses, who received direct communication from Allah
ol 25 e S5 SLilE AU
alssalamL; ‘alayka ya waritha ‘isa rufi allahi
IPeace be on you, O inheritor of Jesus, the Spirit of Allah
VI PUWESRV-ES: Sylg G elide AW
alssalamu ‘“alayka ya waritha mufammadin [abibi allahi
!Peace be on you, O inheritor of Mulammad, the most beloved by Allah
alll )5 (bl puol Ehe &yl b Elile S
alssalamu “alayka ya waritha “aliyyin amiri almu'minina waliyyi allahi
Peace be on you, O inheritor of "Ali, the Commander of the Believers and the intimate servant
lof Allah
il Yo baiw 2l il &yl5 | Glile SULST
alssalamu “alayka ya waritha allasani alshshahidi sib§i rasuli allahi
!Peace be on you, O inheritor of al-Hasan, the martyr and grandson of Allah’s Messenger
alif Jouiy &3  Glile AT
alssalamu “alayka yabna rasuli allahi
!Peace be on you, O son of Allah’s Messenger
alssalamu “alayka yabna albashiri alnnadhiri

Peace be on you, O son of the bringer of glad tidings and the warner

wabna sayyidi alwaPiyyina
land son of the chief of the prophets’ successors
alssalamu “alayka yabna fa§imata sayyidati nisa’i al'alamina



!Peace be on you, O son of Fa§imah, the doyenne of the women of the world
alf 232 Ul § dlgle ALLET
alssalamu “alayka ya aba “abdillahi
!Peace be on you, O Abu-"Abdullah
aipis Oifs A &35 | lsle SWEI
alssalamu ‘“alayka ya khiyarata allahi wabna khiyaratihi
!Peace be on you, O select of Allah and the son of His select ones
o) & ol 36 L Glile AL
alssalamu “alayka ya thara allahi wabna tharihi
!Peace be on you, O revenge of Allah and the son of His revenge
ssbsall ol 431 clile UL
alssalamu "alayka ayyuha alwitru almawturu
!Peace be on you, O unique (in suffering tribulations) and the oppressed
ST o2LedT playT Ll Elsle SUSIT
alssalamu ‘alayka ayyuha al-imamu alhadi alzzakiyyu
!Peace be on you, O guide, pure leader
Y)lsz b Ealls Elilsy 5 215l e
wa ‘ala arwalin /allat bifina'ika wa ac}amat fi jiwarika
,and on the souls of those who presented themselves in your camp, resided in your vicinity
)l5) &6 3955
wa wafadat ma'a zuwwarika
.and came with the visitors of you
3ats T Gasp s o o aLile U
alssalamu “alayka minni ma baqitu wa bagqiya allaylu walnnaharu
(Incessant) peace be upon you, from me, as long as | am alive and as long as there are day and
.night
falagad “a“umat bika alrraziyyatu
Verily, astounding has been the calamity for us
ety (uioddll L3 SLaAT J2
wa jalla almuPabu fi almu’'minina walmuslimina
,and unbearable has been the adversity for the believers, Muslims
Guea>l wigledl Jol ;35
wa fi ahli alssamawati ajma’ina



,for all the inhabitants of the heavens
owasVT B 35
wa fi sukkani al-aragina
.and for the inhabitants of the layers of the earth
G215 aill Clg ) G1d
fa'inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'una
.So, we are Allah’s and verily unto Him we return
il &g &35 alif Slslos
wa Palawatu allahi wa barakatuhu wa taliyyatuhu "alayka
,And Allah’s peace, blessings, and benedictions be upon you
sl Gl Gy Bl GISUT e
wa ‘ala aba'ika al§§ahirina al§§ayyibina almuntajabina
,upon your forefathers; the pure, the pious, and the elite
il S134TT a3 e
wa ‘ala dhararihimu alhudati almahdiyyina
.and upon their offspring; the guides and well-guided
peiles GYss b Elile U
alssalamu “alayka ya mawlaya wa “alayhim
,Peace be upon you O my master, upon them
pe=lg)l Gleg Elog) leg
wa ‘ala rujika wa ‘ala arwafihim
,upon your soul, upon their souls
A Gleg i leg
wa ‘ala turbatika wa “ala turbatihim
.upon the soil in which you are buried, and upon the soil in which they are buried
Ulgdy5 4 PP/;J Beli
allahumma laqqihim ra/matan wa ridwanan
,(0 Allah, (please do) shed over them mercy, pleasure (of You
HESTYERSE
wa rawjan wa rayfanan
.happiness, and bounty
alif 322 Ul b V3 b Glile ALLEST
alssalamu “alayka ya mawlaya ya aba "abdillahi
sPeace be upon you, my master Abu-"Abdullah



w Do

yabna khatami alnnabiyyina
,0 Son of the Seal of the Prophets
o3l 2 &3 G
wa yabna sayyidi alwaPiyyina
,son of the Chief of the Prophets’ successors
Owallall slis 8330 &3 U9
wa yabna sayyidati nisa'i al’alamina
.and son of the doyenne of the women of the world
alssalamu "alayka ya shahidu yabna alshshahidi
,Peace be upon you, O martyr, son of the martyr
13501 Ul U g il 151
ya akha alshshahidi ya aba alshshuhada'i
.brother of the martyr, and father of the martyrs
allahumma ballighhu “anni fi hadhihi alssa ati
,0 Allah, (please do) convey to him on behalf of me at this hour
sl 13 95
wa fi hadha alyawmi
,on this day
w85l 13 35
wa fi hadha alwagqti
,at this moment
w85 5 95
wa fi kulli waqtin
and at all time
Lo 85455 d5=5
taliyyatan kathiratan wa salaman
.abundant greetings and salutations
&8558 alif da5 wlile alf Al
salamu allahi "alayka wa rajmatu allahi wa barakatuhu
,Peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon you



yabna sayyidi al’alamina
,0 son of the master of the nations
wa ‘ala almustash-hadina ma aka salaman muttaPilan
and upon those whom were martyred with you by such incessant greetings
el Jalli Juaif Lo
ma ittaPala allaylu walnnaharu
.that endure as long as there are day and night
gl LI 0 okl e AW
alssalamu ‘ala allusayni bni “aliyyin alshshahidi
.Peace be upon al-Husayn, the son of "Alj, the martyr
gl il o3 e e AUl
alssalamu ‘ala “aliyyi bni al{usayni alshshahidi
.Peace be upon "Ali, the son of al-Husayn, the martyr
,w,ml U_Mwl,_wl O U.uh.z“ e AW
alssalamu "ala al’abbasi bni amiri almu’minina alshshahidi
.Peace be upon al-"Abbas, the son of the Commander of the Believers, the martyr
GusodAl yaol 30§ (o slxgil L LG
alssalamu “ala alshshuhada'’i min wuldi amiri almu'minina
.Peace be upon the martyrs from among the descendants of the Commander of the Believers
sl 23 (e sl Gl FLST
alssalamu “ala alshshuhada'’i min wuldi alfasani
.Peace be upon the martyrs from among the descendants of al-Hasan
il 2 (e sl (e gL
alssalamu ‘ala alshshuhada'i min wuldi allusayni
.Peace be upon the martyrs from among the descendants of al-Husayn
b 423 315 o slagill e AU
alssalamu ‘ala alshshuhada'i min wuldi ja farin wa "aqilin
.Peace be upon the martyrs from among the descendants of Ja'far and "Aqil
OuioBAll (o Bo2o 2gliins IS e GULI
alssalamu “ala kulli mustash-hadin ma'ahum min almu'minina
.Peace be upon all the believers whom were martyred with them
2855 Ty 2855 Gle Qo Agll
allahumma Palli "ala mulammadin wa ali mufammadin



O Allah, (please do) send blessings to Mulammad and the Household of Mujammad
wa ballighhum "anni tajiyyatan kathiratan wa salaman
.and convey to them abundant greetings and salutations on behalf of me
alif o U Glile UL
alssalamu ‘“alayka ya rasula allahi
!Peace be upon you, O Allah’s Messenger
ol &g b ehall el dT g
afsana allahu laka al’aza'a fi waladika al{usayni
May Allah confer upon you excellent consolation concerning the (tragedy) of al-Husayn, your
.son
alssalamu “alayki ya fa§imatu
!Peace be upon you, O Fa§imah
ol &g b ehall ol dT g
afsana allahu laki al’aza'a fi waladiki allusayni
May Allah confer upon you excellent consolation concerning the (tragedy) of al-Husayn, your
.son
Oioddll juol G Elile AUSI
alssalamu “alayka ya amira almu'minina
!Peace be upon you, 0 Commander of the Believers
ol &g b ehall el dT g
afsana allahu laka al’aza'a fi waladika al{usayni
May Allah confer upon you excellent consolation concerning the (tragedy) of al-Husayn, your
.son
biaall 3524 Gl G Ll UL
alssalamu “alayka ya aba mulammadin allasanu
!Peace be upon you, Abu-Mufammad al-Hasan
ol SLsl b el Gl & sl
afsana allahu laka al’aza’a fi akhika al{usayni
May Allah confer upon you excellent consolation concerning the (tragedy) of al-Husayn, your
.son
allf 232 Ul § gVs6
ya mawlaya ya aba “abdillahi



10 my master, Abu-"Abdullah
ana gayfu allahi wa tayfuka
I am now Allah’s and your guest
5 alli 5155
wa jaru allahi wa jaruka
land Allah’s and your neighbor
3% )25 s I35
wa likulli ayfin wa jarin qiran
IEach guest and neighbor must receive hospitality
w85l 138 3 138
wa giraya fi hadha alwaqti
My hospitality at this time
Sy &lsse all Juas
an tas'ala allaha sub/anahu wa taala
is that you may beseech Almighty Allah
an yarzuqani fakaka raqabati min alnnari
.to release me from Hellfire
innahu sami’u alddu a’i qaribun mujibun
.Verily, He is Hearer of prayers, Nigh, and Responsive

The Twenty-Fifth of Muharram

Imam "Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-"2bidin (‘a) departed life on the twenty-fifth of Muharram, AH

.94, or on the twelfth of Muharram AH 95, which was called the Year of Scholars

CHAPTER EIGHT SAFAR

Al-Mujaddith al-Faya and other scholars have mentioned that if you desire to be saved from
the misfortune and ill effects of the month of Jafar, you may repeat the following prayer ten

:times every day in this month



(5380l Su2d
10 Lord of mighty prowess
JBeoll 3008 s
10 Lord of mighty power
10 Exalted in might! O Exalted in might! O Exalted in might
;Submissive to Your Almightiness are all of Your creatures
.S0, (please) save me from the evil of Your creatures
10 All-liberal! O All-bountiful
10 Source of all bounties! O Doer of favors
hilsid <5l Y LY G
10 He save Whom there is no god! All glory be to You
Verily, | have been a wrongdoer
.So We heard his prayer and saved him from the anguish
Eriebdll 2l iS5
.Thus do We save the believers
Geyolbll bl g 2855 ole T Log
May Allah send blessings to Mujammad and his Household, the pure and immaculate.
As for Sayyid Ibn Tawos, he has mentioned a prayer that is said at the sight the new moon of
Jafar

The First Day of Jafar
On the first of Jafar, AH 37, the battle of Jiffin broke out. According to some narrations, on this
day in AH 61, the head of Imam al-Husayn, the chief of martyrs, entered the city of Damascus,
the capital of the Umayyad rulers, on spearheads after it had been carried to it from al-Kufah,
Jrag. Therefore, the Umayyads betook that day as feast day. A poet says
15355 (gl Aile G35
,While they were days of sadness in Iraq



BoUel (o pLEJY doal
The Umayyads betook them as feast days
In fact, on this day, the grievances of Imam al-Husayn’s adherents should be aroused.
According to some narrations, on the first, or the third, of Jafar, Zayd ibn "Ali ibn al-Husayn
.was martyred

The Third of Jafar
Sayyid Ibn Tawos writes down on the authority of the books of some Imamiyyah scholars that
it is recommended, on the third of Jafar, to offer a two unit prayer at the first of which Surah al-
Fatihah and Surah al-Fat} (No. 48) should be recited and at the second, Surah al-Fatihah and
Surah al-Tawlid should be recited. After accomplishment, invocation of blessings upon the
Holy Prophet and his Household, invocation of curse upon the Umayyad, and imploration for
forgiveness repeated one hundred times each. After all that, one may pray for granting his
needs. The invocation of curse upon the Umayyads should be in the following form:
O Allah, curse the family of Abu-Sufyan.
allahumma il'an ala abi sufyana

st ! 0T 301 0

The Seventh of Jafar

According to the opinions of al-Shahid and al-Kaf ami, Imam al-Hasan al-Mujtaba (‘a) was
martyred on the seventh of Jafar, AH 50. As for the two Shaykhs, Imam al-Hasan (‘a) was
martyred on the twenty-eighth of Jafar.

On the seventh of Jafar, AH 128, Imam Musa ibn Ja'far al-Ka“im (‘a) was born at al-Abwa’ a

.place between Makkah and al-Madinah
(The twentieth of Jafar; the Arba’in (fortieth Day

In the word of the two Shaykhs, on the twenties of Jafar, the harem of Imam al-Husayn (*a)
arrived in al-Madinah returning from Syria. On this day too, Jabir ibn "Abdullah al-AnPari, the
first to visit the tomb of Imam al-Husayn ("a), arrived there. It is recommended to visit the holy
tomb of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) on this day. Concerning this, Imam al-Hasan al-"Askari (‘a) is

reported to have said:



“The signs of a true believer are five: (1) offering a fifty-one units of daily obligatory and
supererogatory prayers, (2) visiting the tomb of Imam al-Husayn on the twentieth of Jafar (i.e.
Ziyarat al-Arba’in), (3) putting a ring in the right hand, (4) covering one’s forehead with dust
(i.e. prostrating oneself to Almighty Allah earnestly), and (5) repeating the Basmalah (Bismil-
lahir-rajmanir-rajim: In the Name of Allah, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful) audibly in
certain prayers.

In Tahdhib al-Alkam and al-MiPba|, Shaykh al-tusi has mentioned a form of Ziyarah that is
dedicated to this day. Later in the book, this form will be cited.

Imam Ja'far bin Muhammad Al Sadiq (as) had advised to recite the following “Ziarat” on the

(day of Arbae’en in forenoon : Reported By Shaikh Toosi
The Twenty-Eighth of Jafar

On the twenty-eight of Jafar, AH 11, the Holy Prophet Mujlammad, the Seal of the Prophets,
departed life. As is unanimously agreed, it was Monday. The Holy Prophet (P) was sixty-three
years old when he departed life. At the age of forty, he was commissioned, by Almighty Allah,

to convey the Divine Mission; and Archangel Gabriel began conveying to him the
commandments of Almighty Allah and the Divine Revelation. At Makkah, he invited people to
follow the religion of monotheism for thirteen years. He then immigrated to al-Madinah at the
age of fifty-three. He departed life in the tenth year after his immigration (Hegira). Hence,
Imam “Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) did the funeral rituals and then offered the ritual Prayer of the
Dead for his soul. The companions, in groups, then would come near him to offer prayers
individually without having any imam to lead them in prayer. Imam “Ali ("a) buried him in the
holy room where he may Allah send peace and blessings upon him and his Household
departed life.

It has been narrated that Anas ibn Malik said, “As soon as we accomplished the ceremonies of
burying the Holy Prophet (P), Lady Fa§imah (‘a) came to me and said, ‘How could you be bold
enough to pile up soil on the face of the Messenger of Allah?’ She then wept and shouted, ‘Oh
for my father whose prayers were responded by the Lord! Oh for my father; how nigh he is from
his Lord!'...etc.”

According to a considerable narration, Lady Fa§imah al-Zahra' ("a) took a handful of the soil of

,the Holy Prophet’s tomb, put it between her eyes, and said

”i&i)j 9.:?.9°||¢7I_(;|.:>L5



Indeed! If one who smells the soil of Ajmad'’s tomb
Wise gyl 536 gy V &
IShall never smell any perfume any more
Gl §J Lol le &b
If the misfortunes that have been poured on me
WW Gho eI Gle Eds
Were poured on days, they should turn to black nights!

In his book of al-Durr al-Na“im, Shaykh Yusuf al-Shami has mentioned that Lady Fa§imah al-
:(Zahra' ("a) composed the following verses, elegizing her father (P
R RSPV ESATI
:Tell him who is concealed under the layers of soil
If you can hear my scream and my call
Gl §J Sslas Gle Eis
If the misfortunes that have been poured on me
WW Gho eI Gle Es
IWere poured on days, they should turn to black nights
Under the shadow of Mujammad, | used to be sheltered
W Az 05 e e Uil U
| did not anticipate any grie;lance since he was my haven
ATy 3D b1 @341
,But today | am made subservient to the lowly, suffering grievances
WIsy el 28315 Loid
And | have to ward off the wrongdoer with my dress
Ll 9 &5ya5 &85 1545
If a turtledove weeps on a branch in eves
Out of grief, | wiil weep in morns
ibs 3 Gi3l Hlasls
| shall betake grief, after you, as my entertainment
And | shall betake shedding tears, for you, as my sash



The Last Day of Jafar

According to the narration of al-zabirsi and Ibn al-Athir, Imam "Ali ibn Musa al-Raza (*a) was
martyred on the last day of Jafar, AH 203, because of poison that was mixed with grapes and
offered to him. He was fifty-five years old when he departed life. His tomb was at the house of
Hamid ibn Qaj§abah in the village of Sanabad in the city of tus. In the same house, Harun, the

."Abbasid ruler, was buried, too
Notes

Tasu'a’ means the ninth, but it has been restricted to the ninth of Muharram. Similarly, ([1])
although the word Ashura means the tenth, it has been restricted to the tenth of Muharram.
([2]) This is an indication of the famous story of Prophet Moses with al-Khazir that is
mentioned in the Holy Qur'an, Surah al-Kahf No. 18, Verses 60-82.

([3]) The author of Shifa’ al-Judur is Ayatollah Mirza Abu’l-Fazl al-Bahrani.

([4]) All these are fabrications that were invented by the Umayyads and their fans in order to
cover their crime of slaying Imam al-Husayn ("a) and in order to make people forget this
astounding event.

([5]) Nasibis (or Nawasib) are those who openly declare enmity towards the Ahl al-Bayt and
their adherents. Addressing to the Shi'ah, Imam al-Sadiq defines a NaPibi as the one who

.shows enmity to the followers of the Holy Imams



