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The noble Shaykh Ja'far ibn Qawlawayh al-Qummi has reported through a considerable chain

of authority that Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying:
If you intend to visit the tomb of al-’Abbas ibn ‘Ali (‘a) that lies on the bank of the River
Euphrates opposite to al-Ha'ir, you should stop at the gate of the shed (precinct) and say these

:words
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:You should then enter, throw yourself on the tomb, and say the following words
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Translation:

Greetings of Allah, and greetings of His favourite angels, His commissioned Prophets, His



pious servants, all martyrs, and truthfuls, and also true blessings, giving you joy and confidence,
be on you, O the son of the Ameer ul Moomineen. | bear witness that you resigned yourself to
the will of Allah. Sincerely accepted as true, faithfully kept your promise, showed yourself as a
reliable friend, with regard to the grandson of the Prophet, (blessings of Allah be on him and on
his children), he (Husayn) was his (Prophet’s) chosen grandson, the sagacious guide, the
successor who promoted the religion the wrongfully oppressed, so Allah rewarded you on
behalf of His Messenger, Ameer ul Moomineen, Hasan and Husayn, (blessings of Allah be on
them), the bet recompense that your resignation, thoughtfulness, and support (to Allah’s
religion) have earned for you. How excellent is the reward available in the life eternal ! Curse of
Allah be on those who killed you, curse of Allah be on those who ignored your rights; gave no
importance to your sanctity; curse of Allah be on those who stood between you and the river of
Furaat. | bear witness that you were wrongfully killed. Verily Allah has fulfilled the promise He
made with you. | am here, O the son of the Ameer ul Momineen to present myself before you. |
put faith in you, and | follow you, | am your obedient disciple, | am always ready to serve you, till
Allah summons me, He is the Bet of all who direct (others) to do something. | am on your side,
in your group, not among your enemies, | believe in you, and | am sure that (in the promised
days) you all shall return; those who opposed you and killed you were the infidels; may Allah

.destroy those who gave the orders to kill you and those who carried it out
:You should then enter, throw yourself on the tomb, and say the following words

Peace be on you, O the pious obedient servant of Allah, His Messenger, Ameerul Moominee,
Husan and Husayn, blessings and greetings of Allah be on them. Peace be on you, mercy and
blessings of Allah be on you; His protection and His patronage be for you, also on your body
and soul. | bear witness and invoke Allah to be a witness that, verily, you lived and died as the
warriors of Badr and the soldiers of Allah, in the cause of Allah, faithfully served Him in the
battlefield against His enemies, did your best to support His intimate friends, and defend His
beloved favourites; so, may Allah, reward you the best reward, continuous, exemplary and
conclusive, which He gives to those who uphold the oath of loyalty, give answer to His call, and
obey His command. | bear witness that, verily, you indeed served the cause 9of Allah), and
made utmost efforts to pursue its purpose. Allah, therefore , has included you among the
martyrs, and let your soul rest in peace with the souls of the fortunate, awarded you a spacious
space in His Paradise, in the seventh Heaven, paid tribute to you by making mention of your
name in the highest circle, chosen you to move in the company of the Prophets, the truthfuls,

the martyrs and the pious, and those are the best companions. | bean witness that, verily, you



did not lag behind, did not turn away the face; verily, you were fully aware of the truth at the
time of leaving this world, following in the pious infallibles’ and the Prophets’ footsteps, so,
may Allah assemble us together (His Messenger, His representatives, you and us), all those

who have surrendered to Allah. Verily, He is the most Merciful

It is expedient to say this form of ziyarah while standing behind the holy tomb and facing the
kiblah direction, as is also advised by Shaykh al-Tusi in his book of Tahdhib al-Ahkam.
You may then enter, throw yourself on the tomb, and say the following words while facing the

:kiblah direction
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According to the previously mentioned narration, the ziyarah of al-’Abbas ends here. But Sayyid

Ibn Tawus and Shaykh al-Mufid, as well as other scholars, have added the following:
You may then turn to the side of the head and offer a two-unit prayer. Afterwards, you may
offer prayers as many as you wish. You may also supplicate Almighty Allah earnestly. After

:these prayers, you may say the following supplicatory prayer
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:You may then return to the tomb, stop at the side of the legs, and say the following words
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If you intend to take leave, you may approach the holy tomb and say the following words, which

:has been reported from Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali and have been mentioned by other scholars
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You may then pray Almighty Allah for yourself, your parents, your brethren-in-faith, and for
.Muslims. You may choose any statement of supplication you like

STATURE AND POSITION OF AL ABBAS

Imam al-Sajjad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, is reported to have said, “May Allah
have mercy upon al-'Abbas. He preferred his brother to himself and sacrificed himself for him
until his two hands were severed. So, Almighty Allah shall give him as compensation two wings
to fly with the angels in Paradise in the same way as He shall do to Ja'far ibn Abi-Talib. Verily,
al-'Abbas shall enjoy such a supreme position with Almighty Allah due to which all martyrs will
hope to have its like on the Resurrection Day.”

It has been also reported that al-’Abbas, peace be upon him, was thirty-four years old when he
was martyred. His mother, Ummu’l-Banin, used to go out to the al-Baqi’ Cemetery to elegize,
weep, and mourn for al-’Abbas and his brothers. Whoever passed be her would not be able to
stop weeping for her mournful style.

Actually, it is not strange to find a loyalist (to the Ahl al-Bayt) weeping for al-’Abbas when he
listened to the mournful words of Lady Ummu’l-Banin, because even Marwan ibn al-Hakam,
the bitterest enemy of the Ahl al-Bayt, could not help weeping when he heard the mournful
words of this lady.

:Elegizing al-’Abbas and her other sons, Ummu’l-Banin composed the following poetic verses
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:She also composed the following verses
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