The Impact of the Belief in Resurrection
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Hope and fear in whatever small proportion they may be are the best incentive to man's

performance not to speak of the hope for eternal Paradise and the fear of eternal Hell.
If we pin our faith and belief on the Resurrection day, its influence and impact will not be
hidden from anyone. He, who knows that here there will be assessment and scrutiny, and
accounting and there is justice, imprisonment, punishment for every big and small thing, he can
never be thoughtless, oppressor, and sinner. And he who knows that all his actions will be

assessed will remain completely satisfied. We quote below a few Qur'anic verses:

Impact of Resurrection on Economic Matters

The Holy Qur'an addresses the dealers and say:
Who insist on being given full when they take from others. But when they measure out to
others or weigh out for them, give less. Do they not think that they will be raised again on a
grievous day—the day, all mankind will stand before the Lord of the worlds? (Surah al-
Mutaffifin, 83:2—6) Here the Holy Qur'an reminds dishonest sellers of the Resurrection day.
Without doubt this is an example of the impact of faith in the Resurrection day, which has a
direct bearing on economic matters such as production, distribution, marketing, commerce and

trade and in particular wasteful expenditure.

Impact of Resurrection on Military Affairs

Here we quote an example: A large delegation of people called on one of the Prophets of Bani
Isra'il and said to him, "We have decided to fight against the oppressors but for that we need an
able ruler". The Prophet replied, "In my opinion you do not seem to be fit for the battle". They
said, "We are fully determined to fight against them because we are too tired of bearing their
tortures and oppression”. Their Prophet said, "Allah has appointed Talut as your ruler as he is
an able, experienced and strong young man and is well-versed in warfare affairs".

But when the war was declared a group of the people who were very enthusiastic over fighting
got scared in the very first phase and deserted the field. Some made an excuse of the poverty
of the commander of the forces and refused to march forward. And others who had claimed

that they would remain steadfast in the hour of trial also became impatient and left the field.*



Some others who had not deserted the field became panicky after seeing the strong army of
the enemy, and started saying, "We do not have the strength to fight". A small regiment of the
soldiers who believed in the Resurrection day, raising the slogan that a small band of soldiers
could overpower the larger force of the enemy by Allah's help, fell upon the enemy soldiers and
defeated them.

This narration of the story of Talut and Jalut which is mentioned in the Holy Qur'an, shows that
belief in Resurrection leads to steadfastness and victory in the war. The Holy Qur'an says:

And when they went out against Jalut and his forces they said, "Our Lord, bestow upon us
patience, make our steps firm and assist us against the unbelievers. (Surah al-Baqarah, 2:250)
Martial temperament has much to do with the mental disposition. That warrior who considers
his future to be linked with an eternal life, proximity with Allah and His Prophet cannot be
compared with the fighter who considers death as his total annihilation and destruction. About
those who are diffident in marching ahead to the battlefield, Allah says:

But the provision of this world's life compared with the Hereafter is but little. (Surah at-Tauba,
9:38)

Impact of Resurrection against Politicians and Transgressors

In order to put Prophet Musa to disgrace Fir'aun sent for all the magicians of the town so that
they might counteract the miracle of Prophet Musa. These magicians who till then had no faith
in Resurrection expected wealth from Fir'aun. They showed their mean mentality also and
started saying to Fir'aun, O Fir'aun, if we give defeat to Musa, will you reward us". Fir'aun said,
"Yes | would". When the contest began, the magician did what they could do. And Prophet
Musa threw his staff on the ground. It turned into a big snake.

The magicians at once realized that this could not be a magic but it was a miracle from Allah.
The magicians then in the very presence of Fir'aun declared faith in Prophet Musa. Fir'aun got
angry with them and said, "You people have brought your faith on him without my permission, |
shall have your hand and feet cut in diagonal order only and have you hanged from the top of
the trunk of the date-palm tree. But these magicians who were a moment before expecting
rewards from Fir'aun after declaring their faith in Resurrection said to him, "Do whatever you
want to do; you are only powerful in this world only". The Holy Qur'an says:

They said, "We do not prefer you to what has come to us of clear arguments and to Him Who
made us. Therefore, decide what you are going to decide; you can only decide on this world 's
life. (Surah Ta Ha, 20: 72)



The magicians further said to Fir'aun:

There shall be no harm, surely we shall return to our Lord (Surah ash-Shu'ara, 26.50)

In fact, the belief in Resurrection in a moment brought about such a great change and the
wealth and the rewards that they considered a great thing a moment ago now appeared to
them good-for-nothing and they were ridiculing Fir'aun and with boldness they were telling
him, "You can only decide on this world's life". In short it was the belief in Resurrection which
brought about such a revolutionary change in men, enlightened their soul, and infused them

with a spirit of selfsacrifice and martyrdom.

Impact of Resurrection of the Deprived Persons

All of us have heard that when Aqil, the brother of Imam Ali, requested him to increase his
share from the public treasury the Holy Imam after setting an iron bar ablaze brought it nearer
to the hand of his brother Aqil and said, "If you are scared of an ordinary fire of this world, | am
scared of Allah's eternal wrath and displeasure". (Sermon—227, Peak of Eloquence.)

All of us have also heard that during their childhood Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn fell ill and
the Holy Prophet with some of his companions came to inquire about the health of his
grandsons. Some of them suggested to Imam Ali to observe fast for three days in order to
invoke Allah's Blessings on the ailing children and he agreed to it. When both the children
recovered from their illness Imam Ali, Lady Fatima, Imam Hasan, Imam Husayn and Fizzah, the
maid-servant observed the pledged fast. However, on the first day when all of them after
offering their dusk prayers sat for breaking their fast, a knock on the door announced, "l am a
poor and needy person. Help me".

At this they gave their bread to the beggar and broke their fast with water. On the second day a
similar thing happened. This time it was an orphan who said, "I am hungry. Give me food". And
all of them gave all their food to him. On the third day it was a captive who asked for food and
they gave him all they had to break their fast with. All the blessed five souls observed their fast
for three days and gave their bread to an indigent, an orphan and a captive on three
consecutive days and broke their fast with water only. The Holy Qur'an has narrated this
incident in Surah ad-Dabhr. It says:

Surely we fear a stern, distressful day from our Lord (Surah ad-Dahr, 76:10)

Indeed how the belief in Resurrection binds men with the obligation of looking into the rights of
the deprived people of the society. Of course those who do not care for the poor and the needy
will admit this on the Resurrection day that one reason of their going to the Hell would be that

they had not cared for the poor nor had they fed them. The Holy Qur'an says that they would



say:
And we did not feed the poor. (Surah Muddaththir, 74:44) In the following verse we learn that
indifference towards orphans and the poor amounts to disbelief in the Resurrection day. The
Holy Qur'an says: Have you seen him who denies the Day o f Judgement? It is he who treats
the orphan with harshness, and does not urge others to feed the needy. (Surah Ma'un,

107:1-3)

Belief in Resurrection Ensures Perfection

Often virtues, moral qualities and spirit of self-sacrifice mean leading the life of deprivation
with simplicity and suffering hardships and difficulties. We find some consolation in the belief
that on the Resurrection day these will be duly rewarded. The belief in the sovereignty of Allah
consoles man that the hardship and the difficulties in this world would be duly rewarded on the
Resurrection day. What is that which causes man to lay down his life or spend his money on
the poor and the needy or compels him to abdicate his inordinate desires? Naturally if there
happens to be no concept of the Remembrance of Allah and of the love for meeting Him and
His saints how can we pass these complicated ways.

If there happens to be no recompense of the deeds and actions, man would not be prepared to
bear hardship.

If there happens to be no punishment which thing can prevent man from oppression and
tyrannies.

If today the believers bear the mocking remarks and scoffings of the unbelievers, it is due to
those assurances which we find in the Holy Qur'an. It says:

So today (on Resurrection day) those who believe shall laugh at the unbelievers. (Surah al-
Mutaffifin, 83:34) The wife of Fir'aun, Asiya has no love for gold and silver in the palatial abode
of Fir'aun as she has pinned her faith on some other place of abode. The Holy Qur'an says:

And Allah sets forth an example to those who believe the wife of Fir'aun when she said, '‘My
Lord! build for me a house with Thee in the garden and deliver me from Fir'aun and his doing,
and deliver me from the unjust people'. (Surah at-Tahrim, 66:11) Indeed the palace of Fir'aun is
just like a prison to one whose heart yearns for Paradise.

Imam Ali says, "In great loss is the man, who abandoned the Hereafter for the sake of this
world". The impact of Resurrection day on piety, trustworthiness, and many other matters, big
and small, partly or wholly is not hidden from anybody. On this subject we quote some

examples from the Holy Qur'an and the traditions.



Belief in Resurrection and Its Remembrance

Just as without the remembrance of Allah, the belief in Allah is of no use, in the same way only
believing in the Resurrection day is not sufficient; it is very necessary to remember it. The Holy
Qur'an particularly reminds and warns only the man of wisdom. It says:

What! he who is obedient during hours of the night, Prostrating himself and standing, takes
care of the Here after and hopes for the mercy of his Lord (be like one who does not.2) Say,
'‘Are those who know and those who do not know alike? Only the wise are mindful. (Surah
Zummar, 39.9) Unlike some people's belief that the remembrance of death and the
Resurrection day makes one negligent about worldly affairs and material gains, our belief is
that the remembrance of the Resurrection day prevents us from heedlessness and indiscipline.
He who is cautious about his performances big or small will not commit any wrong thing. Of
course our belief in the Resurrection day is not sufficient, but we should remember this day of
accountability and we should scrutinize our behaviour at the same time. It is just as only liking
the flower is not enough to give us mental pleasure but it is necessary that from time to time
we should enjoy its pleasant fragrance.

Sometimes the Holy Qur'an objects to those who do not have belief in the Resurrection day
and sometimes it criticizes those who are unmindful of it or have forgotten it altogether. The
Holy Qur'an says:

They only know the palpable life of this world, and are oblivious of the Hereafter. (Surah ar-
Rum, 30:7) The visit to the graves is recommended so that we should be reminded of our
death. We all know that during day and night we recite the following Qur'anic verse several
times in our obligatory prayers so that we are reminded of the Resurrection day: Master of the
Day of Judgement. (Surah Fateha, 1:4)

The Effects of Remembering Death and the Resurrection Day

Imam Ja'far Sadiq says about the effects of remembering Death and the Resurrection day:

* Remembering of death suppresses the inordinate desires

* It uproots the very foundation of negligence and apathy.

+ With the reminding of Allah's promise, it strengthens man's heart.

* It softens the hard mentality of man.

* It demolishes the banners of inordinate desires and transgression.

* It suppresses the evil of greediness and makes the world humble before one's eyes.

After that the Holy Imam says, the saying of the Holy Prophet, "A moment's reflection and

pondering over is better than one year's worship" (Biharul Anwar, vol. VI, p. 133) means



thinking over and making arrangement for one's future, that is, thinking over his being
questioned and his answering, and his accountability in the court of Allah's Justice.

We read in the traditions that the most wise and thoughtful are those who keep remembering
death all the time. (Biharul Anwar, vol. VI, p. 135) When the Holy Prophet said that hearts also
get rusted like iron, the people asked, "With what substance can it be cleansed?" The Holy
Prophet replied: "By remembering death and reciting the Holy Qur'an”.

Another tradition that is narrated from the Holy Prophet is this: "Remember death frequently for
it has four effects.

(i) It washes off your sins.

(ii) It reduces your keen fondness for the world.

(i) It checks your indulgence in bad practices and improper use of wealth during the period of
affluency.

(iv) It makes a man content with whatever little quantity of wealth he has as during poverty his
remembering of death makes him realize how he will account before Allah for the wealth he
has spent and the deprivation of the people, because he sees that when he has a small
quantity of wealth his accountability also would be less". (Nahjul Fasahat, saying, 444)

Imam Ali in connection with a tradition says, "He who remembers death frequently will remain
content with whatever httle quantity of wealth he has. He never craves for more and he neither
becomes greedy nor miser". (Biharul Anwar, vol. VI)

Actually, the world deceives its own lovers. Anyone who after having the thought of death and
the Resurrection Day diverts his heart to the next world, this world's hypocrisies, pomp and
show do not allure him towards it.

Imam Ali says, "Anyone who remembers death frequently saves himself from the hypocrisies
of the world". In another tradition which is about the impact of remembering death, we read:
"Anyone who sees death in front of him and awaits it, will never lay behind in his daily
performances because he knows that the time at his disposal is short and death can overtake
him any movement. He gets busy in doing the noble deeds as much as is humanly possible".
Imam Ali reminds the people of how death overtook the people of the past generations and
prepares them for it and says, "Where are now the kings of Yemen and Hijaz and their
offsprings? Where have the Emperors of Iran and Rome gone? Where are the tyrants and their
progenies? Where are those people who had built strong fortresses and decorated them with
gold? Where are those people, whose life span was greater than that of yours and whose signs
were greater than those of yours?"

Actually those mothers who are anxious for the future of their daughters, prepare their dowries,



little.by little, from their very childhood. Those traders who think of their future debts and
liabilities start saving something from the beginning.

Similarly those people who are concerned about death and the Resurrection day from today
give up their bad deeds and start performing noble deeds so as to present them on the
Resurrection day.

Some people asked Ayatullah Shirazi, who was an erudite scholar of Karbala: "If a credible man
tells you that you are going to die in a week's time what will you do in the remaining few days?"
He replied, "I will continue doing what | have been doing since my youth, because from the
days of my youth whenever | intended to do a thing | thought of the explanation to give on the
Resurrection day and, therefore, for me to die at any moment is no worry at all".

Such people are the dedicated followers of that exalted person, who on the 19th of Ramazanul
Mubarak after receiving the fatal wound of the sword of Ibn Muljam said, "By Allah | have
become triumphant”. This very exalted personage in his sermon in Nahjul Balaghah advises his
son to remember death at all moments so that by the time death overtakes him, his deeds are
with him intact and he may not be questioned for his indifference. (Vide, Peak of Eloquence,
ISP, 1984)

We read in many Qur'anic verses that when you think that you are a self-made person and you
are pious and honourable before Allah, you should not be afraid of death; rather you should be

desirous of it.

Remembering of Death in Supplications

Remembering death and the Resurrection day is the integral part of supplications. As for
example in the Supplication of Abu Hamza Thamali we read as follows:

O Lord! At the time of my dying bestow Your Mercy on my sorrow and helplessness.

O Lord! Bestow Your Mercy in the loneliness of my grave and in my fear and restlessness.

O Lord! On the Day of Judgement Bestow Your Mercy at the time of the scrutiny of my deeds
when | am disgraced for failing to give explanation.

O Lord! Bestow Your Mercy at the time when my friends take my coffin to the graveyard.

Imam Ali's Supplication in Masjid Kufa
O Lord! Protect me from that day and put me under Your shelter, when the tyrant will be
chewing his own flesh and would be repenting and saying, 'Would that | had not followed those
who misguided me to go astray and instead had adopted the path as shown by the Holy

Prophet'.



O Lord! Bestow Your Mercy and protection on me on the day when the parents would not be
able to help me; when the repentance of the tyrants will be of no avail; when man will run away
even from his father, mother, brothers sons and friends when man will be singularly
responsible for his own deeds

O Lord ! Protect me on the day when the sinners would wish that their sons, brothers, friends
and the entire family might be caught instead of them, and save me from the torment of Hell.
Reciting of these supplications cures the sick and brightens the darkness of the soul. They
purify the souls, broaden our mental horizon and enlighten us.

However the sinners and the transgressors are those who do not believe in the accountability

and the Resurrection day or if they have belief in it they are spiritually bankrupt.

Why do we not remember Death?
Imam Ali says, "l am concerned about two things. Your following of the inordinate desires and
your long hopes, as the former will distract you from the right path and the latter will take you
away from the remembrance of the Resurrection day". (Peak of Eloquence) We read in another
tradition. "If somebody less remembers death and the Resurrection day it is because he has

long and unbridled hopes and desires".

Consequences of Denying the Resurrection Day

(i) Shirking Responsibilities: When someone wishes to derive some benefit from a tree or a
land in a deserted place, his conscience will prick him and will prevent him from doing so
because he has not obtained the consent of the owner. In order to deceive his own conscience
he says to himself that actually there happens to be nobody as the owner of these trees and
land and on this pretext he takes advantage of the situation, or he says to himself that such
and such person does not go away from the scene so that he might get an opportunity to fulfil
his desire. The Holy Qur'an says: Yet man is skeptical of what is right before him. He asks:
'When will the Day of Resurrection be ? ' (Surah al-Qiyamah, 75:5)

Whenever a man wants to see the women of others, he professes that all of us are brothers
and sisters to one another.

When he is frightened to face the tyrant, he takes an excuse and says, "We should observe
dissimulation”. When he feels diffident he says, "We should cooperate with the people". True,
man has such a tendency of finding excuses and inventing pretexts that he himself becomes
unaware of his faculties. We call such an attitude as shirking responsibilities".

(i) Lack of Faith in Allah's Might and Knowledge: There is no practical reasoning with those



who deny the belief in the Resurrection day. On the other hand they consider it impossible that
the dead will come into life again. We give some examples here. The Holy Qur'an says: They
say. 'There is nothing but our life in this world, we live and die and nothing annihilate us but
time and they have no knowledge of it; they only speculate. (Surah Jathiya, 45:24)

The unbelievers claim that they will not be raised again. Tell them. 'Why not? By my Lord, you
will certainly be raised again, and then informed of what you had done. That is easy for Allah'.
(Surah Taghabun, 64:7) But they say: 'When we have reduced to dust, how can we be created
all anew? In fact, they deny the meeting with their Lord. (Surah as-Sajdah, 32.10)

Similarly in many other verses of the Holy Qur'an it has been mentioned that those who do not
believe in the Resurrection day, because they say as to how it could be possible that after
death when they had been reduced to dust would come back to life again. We see that the
unbelievers in the Resurrection day always are sceptical about it and question as to how it can
happen and how it would happen. But the Holy Qur'an answers them in unambiguous term,
which we have already referred to in our discussions on Resurrection.

Now at this place we quote a tradition of the Holy Prophet who says: "Whenever you happen to
witness the spring season, revive your belief in coming back to life again after death". (The
Eternal Life, p. 45 by Martyr Murtaza Mutahhery) The Holy Qur'an also quite often stresses that
coming of the dead to life again is just like the land and the trees coming back to life again. In
this context we quote the gist of two couplets of Mathnavi of Maulana Rum:

"After the autumn, the spring is the proof of the coming back to life again.

In the spring the mysteries of nature are unravelled and whatever the earth has consumed
becomes evident".

The reasoning of denying the Resurrection is based on the disbelief in the Power of Allah and
that is why the Holy Qur'an gives many examples of the Divine Power as for instance it says
that Almighty All-Powerful Lord Who first created us would again bring back to life after we
have been reduced to dust particles. It is easier to reduce something to dust than to create in
the first instance.

It is He Who first creates and then reverts it. This is easy for Him. (Surah ar-Rum, 30:27) There
is nothing which Allah is not able to do. Allah has Power to do all things.

Another pretext of those who do not believe in the Resurrection was the question as to when
the Resurrection day will happen? In the following Qur'anic verse it is mentioned that after
hearing the explanation given by the Holy Prophet the unbelievers scoffed in surprise and
asked when it would happen. The Holy Qur'an says:

Or some other created things which may seem to you most difficult to create. They will then



say. 'Who will revert us back?' Say: 'He Who created you in the beginning'. Still they will shake
their heads at you and say: 'When will it be? Say: 'In the near future'. (Surah Bani Isra'il, 17:51)
These people do not know that the exact time of the Resurrection day is known only to Allah
but having no knowledge of the time of happening should not be the excuse for denying the
Resurrection day. It is like that when a man does not know the time of his death himself can he
deny the fact of his dying one day? There was another excuse as they said if Allah would
reproduce the dead back to life the Holy Prophet should bring their dead ancestors to life
again. In this connection the Holy Qur'an says.

And when our clear revelations are recited to them, they have no other argument but to say:
'Bring our ancestors back if you are truthful' (Surah Jathiya, 45:25)

How strangely these people behaved and placed impossible demands and raised funny
questions! However if one is not unreasonable and obstinate, his believing in the Resurrection
will be based on the proof of his sleeping, waking, and the reappearing of fresh leaves from the
trees, but if one is adamant the coming back of his dead father to life would not convince him
still and he would say: "Bring back my forefathers to life again, bring my youth again, or would
demand the demolition of the whole system of Universe but would never believe in the
Resurrection day.

Is it not in the Holy Qur'an that some people came to the Holy Prophet and said, "If you wish
that we should believe in you, bring down the planets on the earth, produce Allah in human
shape before us, break the moon into two halves, produce a live camel out of this mountain
now and at once". But unfortunately these people are quite unaware of the fact that the work of
the Prophets is to show the signs of Allah, to provide proofs of them and guide the people
towards prosperity and perfection, and that this world is not a show-room or an industrial
home.

Had they not said after having seen the moon split into two parts that it was all sorcery?

Did Prophet Isa who used to raise the dead back to life convince the people of Allah's Power?
Can for the sake of converting a few to belief, the entire system of nature be reversed? Does
Allah possess form and shape so as to appear before such stupid fools?

We close this discussion on a Qur'anic verse. Allah in reply to those who consider the coming
back of the dead to life again impossible says: Do they not perceive that Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth, has the power to create the like of them? There is no doubt that He has
fixed a term for them. But the wicked desdain everything but unbelief. (Surah Bani Isra'i,
17.99)

In short if the people need some miracles in support of bringing their belief, miracles have been



performed by the Prophets already, but if some of them will make it a precondition of the

demolition of the system of the universe, the Prophets would never yield to such demands.

Death Is a Divine Law

Does it mean that after death the Divine Power will cease to exist and death will prevail upon
the Will of Allah? Not at all; because this dying itself is subservient to the Will of Allah. This is
one of such things as have been predestined. The Holy Qur'an says. We have ordained death
among you and We are not to be overcome. (Surah Wagiyah, 56:60)

The interesting thing is that in the Holy Qur'an "dying" is mentioned fourteen times with the
word tawaffa which means "entrusting". That is to say after death one will not be perished but
that Allah will take His thing back without increase or decrease and Who will entrust it to His
appointed workers.

Is dying actually means being destroyed ultimately? No. It is because destruction does not
wish to be reproduced. The Holy Qur'an says: Who created death and life in order to try you,
which of you is best in deeds and He is the Mighty, the Forgiving. (Surah al-Mulk, 67:2) From
this it is proved that death is not destruction but it leads to another place where one is
transferred. That is "dying" is attributed to the word tawaffa. The interesting point is that
similar meaning is found in the sayings of the Holy Prophet as for instance he said, "Do not
consider that death will annihilate you but consider that you will be shifted from one house to

(another house". (Biharul Anwar, Chap. on Purgatory



