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Out of the persons who have narrated the attributes of Imam Ali son of Abu Talib the author of
Zakhairal-Uqba writes thus: "His stature was moderate and slightly short. His skin was of
wheaten colour and his beard was white and long. His eyes were large and black. He had a
cheerful face and was good-natured. His neck was long like a goblet made of silver. His
shoulders were broad. The joints of his hands were like those of a roaring lion, because his
hands and wrists were completely joined with each other and distinction could hardly be made
between them. His hands and fingers were strong, moderately fat and fleshy. His calves were
fleshy and their lower part was thin. His arms were also fleshy in a similar manner. He walked
calmly like the prophet. However, as and when he proceeded to give a fight he walked briskly

and did not turn his head to see anything else.
His bodily strength was unimaginable. He usually picked up the fighters whom he laid his
hands on and threw them on the ground without any difficulty or effort,  as if  they were small
children. And if he held the arm of any warrior in his hand the latter could not even breathe. It is
well-known that he did not fight with anyone whom he did not vanquish, even though he might
have been very strong and a renowned champion. At times he picked up a big gate, which a
number of strong persons could not even close, or open, and used it as a shield to defend
himself. On some occasions he threw away with one hand, a stone, which could not even be
shaken by a number of men. At times he roared in the battlefield so loudly that the bravest men
got frightened although their number might be quite large. He possessed such a great power to

bear hardships that he did not fear any harm from


