Shi'ite Books on the History of the Prophets

<"xml encoding="UTF-8?7>

Accounts of the divine Prophets were carried out as part of Islamic historiography by various
scholars in books entitled al-Mubtada’ which means the beginning or the origin. These works
deal with the history of mankind since the beginning or the creation of Adam till the time of the
last divine messenger, Prophet Muhammad (S).

In this field also the Shi‘ites did not lag behind. Part of the book al-Mubtada’ wa al-Mab‘ath wa
al-Maghazi by Aban bin ‘Uthman Ahmar Bajalli, the extant portions of which we have published
as mentioned earlier in this article, indicates that the recording of such traditions also existed
among the Shi‘ites, although, as we have said in the introduction to this book, it contains
certain narrations from Israelite sources, which are of course not acceptable.

Among Shi‘ite sources, the section dedicated to the history of the Prophets is found scattered
and sometimes in detail. ‘Allamah Majlist has mentioned these narrations in volumes 11 to 14
of Bihar al-Anwar. Most of these are found in the works Shaykh Saduq, in Tafsir ‘AlT bin
Ibrahim Qummi, in Tafsir al-‘Ayyashi, Tafsir Majma*“ al-Bayan and similar books, and as we
said, these narrations have been borrowed from the Sunnis who related from such persons as
Ka'b al-Ahbar, ‘Abdullah bin Salam, and especially Wahab bin Minbah.

Ibn Tawus has quoted an excerpt in Faraj al Mahmum from a book entitled Qasas al- Anbiya’
which he considers was written by Muhammad bin Khalid bin ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Barqi.1 But
apparently, no one else among the Imami bibliographers have mentioned this book.

However, from among the books exclusively written on the history of Prophets, reference can
be made to the Qasas al-Anbiya’ of Qutb al-Din al-Rawandi, which has been published by the
Foundation for Islamic Research by Professor Ghulam Riza ‘Irfaniyan. This work, in addition to
being the history of Prophets, has a section that includes their miracles (chapter 19, p. 280
onwards), while chapter 20 deals in brief with the life of Prophet Muhammad (S).

The author has not mentioned his sources for the accounts of the Prophets and most of the
chain of narrators which he has mentioned do not clearly indicate the source. It is likely that a
major part of Chapter 20 is based on Tafsir ‘Al bin Ibrahim Qummr.

After al-Rawandr’s work, the book al-Nur al-Mubin fi Qasas al-Anbiya’ by Sayyid Ni‘matullah
al-Jaza'irf (d. 1112 AH) deals elaborately with the history of Prophets.

Part of the historical books of the Shi‘ites is those which have been written to record the

miracles performed by the Infallible Imams (‘a) in proof of their Imamate. Naturally in these



works different aspects of the lives of the Imams (‘a) have also been recorded. Among the
most ancient books in this regard is the Dal@'il al-A'immah by Muhammad bin Mas‘ud ‘Ayyashi
the Shi‘ite scholar of the late 3rd and early 4th centuries who lived in Samargand.

His works, including this one, have been mentioned by Ibn Nadim.2 This book however has not
survived and is presumed to be lost. Another work in this field is al-Dala’il wa al-Mu'jizat by Abt
al-Qasim Kufi who is accused of exaggeration. He has also written a book on this subject titled
Tathbit Nubuwwah al-Anbiya’.3

Here, mention could also be made of Dala'il al-Nabi (S) written by Ahmad bin Yahya bin Hakim
‘Uday Sufi al-Kufl,4 and al-1htijaj li Nubuwwah al-Nabr (S) by Isma‘l bin ‘Ali bin Ishaqg bin Ab1
Sahl bin Nawbakht.5 Two books with the same title Kitab al-Dala’il, have also been written by
Abu al-‘Abbas ‘Abdullah bin Ja‘far Himyart and Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin
Ja'far al-Nu‘mani.6

Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Baqgr bin Muhammad al-Basri, a Shi‘ite ‘alim of the 6th century is the
author of the book entitled Dala’il, and another book entitled al-Hujaj wa al-Barahin fi Imamah
Amir al-Mu’minin wa Awladih al-Ahad ‘Ashar A'immah al-Din Salawat Allah wa Salamuhu
‘Alayhim Ajma‘in.7 Another book that has been published is Dalad’il al-Imamah by Muhammad
bin Jarir Tabari, a contemporary of Shaykh Tusi.

Although al-Khara'ij wa al-Jara’ih by Qutb al-Din al-Rawandi elaborates in detail on the
miracles of the Prophet and Imams, the author has unfortunately not mentioned his sources.
This book has been summarised and translated under the title Kifayah al-Mu’minin. The Arabic
version of al-Khara'ij has been published in 3 volumes with the efforts of the Imam al-Mahdi
(‘a) Foundation.

Another early Shi‘ite work at hand is the book al-Thaqib fi al-Manaqib by Abu Ja‘far
Muhammad bin ‘All, known as Ibn Hamzah (d. after 552). This book contains narrations on the
miracles of several Prophets, including Prophet Muhammad (S), as well as the miracles of
Hazrat Fatimah and the Imams (‘a). One of the sources of this work is Mafakhir al-Riza (‘a) by
Hakim Nayshaburi.

Sunni scholars have also written books on this subject such as Dala'il al-Nubuwwah which is
the title used by both Bayhaqi and Abu Na‘Tm Isfahani for their works. The book Tathbit Dala’il
al-Nubuwwah by Qazi ‘Abd al-Jabbar Hamdani also follows this method, except that it has

.presented the discussion in kalami or theological form
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